PARTY     LEADERSHIP
will England realise what it has not been disposed to see since 1927. A new face will undoubtedly smirk through the Union Jack but no Tory of principle will again serve its behests. Those days showed that there was no more Toryism left in Parliament to create a Tory leader; Mr. Baldwin was not an ogre, but a portent. It is here worth the prophecy to state that Toryism will never play with democracy again.
It was at the close of June still during these fated years, that proof of the decay of all those principles which create a party was given.     On June 2Oth Lord Cave's Bill for reforming the House of Lords was introduced into their Lordships* House; before the commencement of July the project had been definitely abandoned.    The blow shook the Government from top to bottom.    It was too much to expect the Conservative leaders to remember the words of warning from those who in 1911 prophesied a certain doom for parties that sacrificed their basic principles.    The late Lord  Halsbury and the late Lord Willoughby de Broke were hardly tyros in the art of statesmanship; either of them   assuredly   knew  more  about  the  House  of  Lords than   any  hundred  members   of  that   tragic   Red  Letter administration grouped together.    Their words will always remain a dogma in English politics "that the House of Lords can be abolished it can never be reformed."    The growth of the House of Lords has been organic and no organised creation can ever take its place.
It was to the great credit of Lord Cave's Bill that in effect it was not a measure to reform the House of Lords. In the diplomatic disguise of those times it professed to be what the public would consider to be most palatable. Actually the Bill bid fair to repeal the Parliament Act without stating so in words. Of the existing number erf peers 350 were to be chosen largely by their confederates, leaving the House more professional in appearance and less hampered by superfluous and ridiculous numbers. A joint Standing Committee was to be formed of